What will your company
become when you

Become St. Pete’?

St. Pete is built for business and buzzing with
possibility. Situated along Florida's Gulf Coast in
the heart of the thriving Tampa Bay region, St.
Pete is more than just a sunny backdrop. Here,
top-ranked business and tax benefits meet a
walkable waterfront filled with arts, culture,
sports, and year-round outdoor living. The city
is vibrant and inclusive, where bold ideas take
root, businesses grow, and people believe work
and life should inspire one another.

Growth-forward yet laid back, it's home to
fast-moving startups, Fortune 500 firms and
everything in between. And in a community
that's as welcoming as it is ambitious, everyone
has the opportunity to make their mark.
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A thriving business
community with

room to grow

An economic edge
with heart

Doing business in St. Pete is a smart move.
Here, companies get the benefits of Florida’s
pro-growth climate, without sacrificing a
sense of place or purpose. Favorable tax
policies, business-friendly regulations,
and operating costs that rival major cities
across the country combine to enhance the
bottom line. And these real estate and tax
savings create space to reinvest in what
matters most: people, products, and
long-term growth.

Florida's at-will employment laws and
pro-business policies are strengthened in
St. Pete by a collaborative public-private
ecosystem. Local and regional leaders
actively work to streamline processes,
reduce red tape, and support success at
every stage, all with the goal of helping
businesses thrive.

While the economics are compelling, the
city’s business community is what truly sets
it apart. St. Pete is open to newcomers and
new ideas; every voice has value and
everyone has a seat at the table to build
and grow together.
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A city built for your
next chapter

Businesses come to St. Pete when they're
ready for what's next. Sometimes it's a lease
expiration or an unexpected tax hit. Other
times, you're fresh off your Series-A and
need to scale quickly. Most are searching
for a location that attracts top talent and
gives them reason to stay. And for some, it's
all about proximity to customers and a
better launchpad for growth.

More and more, companies are relocating
or expanding to mid-sized cities in major
metros. As remote teams shift toward
hybrid and in-person models, location
matters again, but in new ways. It's not just
about the office; it's about building a place
where people want to show up. And that's
where St. Pete stands out.

If your business is at a turning point,
consider this your invitation to discover
what's possible here.



Top talent shines in St. Pete

Next-gen energy
that's here to stay

St. Pete is teeming with diverse talent from
across the country, thanks to its booming
economy, unmatched lifestyle, and sense of
possibility. St. Pete is now one of the nation’s
top destinations for Gen Z and millennials,
with the highest net gain in the country of
movers aged 27-42.

This influx of young professionals is building
a workforce that's dynamic, diverse, and
ready to make an impact—fueling creativity
and innovation across industries, from
startups to civic institutions.
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The numbers tell a
powerful story:

of Tampa Bay residents are working
or actively looking for work
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B 10%

projected population growth
over the next five years

of St. Pete residents hold a
Bachelor's Degree, outpacing
the national avarage

A powerful pipeline

St. Pete’s talent pool is replenished each
year by the 30,000+ graduates from the
dozens of colleges and universities within 100
miles of the city. There are more than 100,000
students enrolled at the University of South
Florida, St. Petersburg College, Hillsborough
Community College, the University of Tampa,
and Eckerd College alone.



The future is bhere now

Tomorrow's tech workforce

Startups and established companies alike are
choosing St. Pete for its growing, high-skilled
workforce and future-focused mindset. As
part of Florida’s advanced tech ecosystem, a
steady wave of programmers, data analysts,
and fintech minds are putting down roots
here, fueling innovation across industries. Add
in a strong focus on STEM education and
infrastructure advancements, and you've got a
place where tech isn’t just welcome—it has
the space and momentum to grow.

A destination for innovation

St. Pete sits at the heart of Florida's
fastest-growing tech region, with a business
community that blends opportunity,
creativity, and real momentum. From rising
startups to forward-thinking tech firms and
research leaders, the city is building
something bold, backed by a culture that
values innovation and collaboration.

A highlight is the St. Pete Innovation District.
Anchoring Florida’s High Tech Corridor, it's
home to one of the nation’s most concentrated
hubs of top-tier research and discovery. With a
mix of higher education, healthcare, marine
science, media, and business incubation, the
district brings together big ideas and the people
to move them forward.

Photo: St. Pete Innovation District/Two Stories Media



Find your place in the
sun with an effortlessly

cool quality of life

In St. Pete, life runs on sunshine, good energy, With all the ways to unwind, it's easy to fall
and a deep belief that what happens out of for St. Pete. But what makes people stay is
the office complements the workday. Here, everything else it offers: walkable
balancing ambition with ease isn't just neighborhoods full of character, great
possible, it's part of the culture. Home to some schools at every level, and a wellness scene
of the best beaches in the country, a thriving spanning daily yoga to advanced medical
arts and culture scene, and a lineup of winning care. It's the kind of city people choose to
sports teams—when it comes to having fun, call home, where you can build a life

St. Pete means business. alongside a career.

What life looks @
like in St. Pete:
Recreation Beaches
Flordia's #1 park system, ,.m Surrounded by seven of
244 miles of shoreline, = the world's top beaches
sailing, boating, biking,
golf, and pickleball, along - :Jﬁ:hi[::‘!sear Entertainment
q W't];h. k%—lfrlelndly apd on averagg ' Theater, orchestra,
og-friendly piay options opera, live music,
v comedy, and poetry
‘Champa Bay’
Pro teams like the Rays, w Food & Drink
Rowdies, Buccaneers,

From fine dining to

Lightning, and Sun, plus Arts & Culture beachside stone crabs,
spring training and the : and local distilleries to a
Firestone Grand Prix 10 museums, 75+ galleries,

and more than 500 booming craft beer scene

outdoor murals
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St. Pete’s key industries

St. Pete’s economy is built on a strong foundation
of diverse industries and a growing pool of
skilled professionals.

Corporate Headquarters

Combining the business benefits of Florida with the
warmth of the Sunshine City, St. Pete is a compelling
site for corporate relocation. Startups and mid-size
companies thrive here, and Foot Locker recently
announced its relocation from New York, joining fellow
Fortune 500 companies Raymond James and Jabil in
St. Pete and TD SYNNEX nearby. The Tampa Bay metro
ranks second only to Miami for the number of Fortune
500 HQs in Florida.

Financial Services

St. Pete’s talent and pro-business conditions make it
a magnet for financial services, including banking,
insurance, wealth management, financial technology,
investment management, and accounting. Raymond
James was founded here in the 1960s, and is
flourishing today alongside companies like ARK
Invest, Dynasty Financial Partners, and Webull
that are building on this legacy.

Data Analytics & Technology

The Tampa Bay region is emerging as a national
hotspot for data analytics and tech. St. Pete's growing
community of developers, analysts, and IT
professionals is drawn to its supportive innovation
ecosystem. USF's Bellini College of Artificial
Intelligence, Cybersecurity and Computing is one of
the first in the nation, fostering interdisciplinary
innovation and ethical technology development.
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Specialized Manufacturing

Pinellas County leads the Tampa Bay region in
manufacturing employment and ranks third
statewide. From mission-critical components to
sustainable furniture, the sector is anchored by one of
the world’s largest manufacturers, Fortune 500 firm
Jabil, and startups like Al-powered 3D printing
microfactory, Haddy, both headquartered in St. Pete.

Marine & Life Sciences

With 260 miles of waterfront, St. Pete is home to one
of the Southeast’s largest concentrations of marine
science professionals. Life sciences make up the
greatest employment sector of the city’s Innovation
District, with support from the USF College of Marine
Science, the Maritime and Defense Technology Hub,
and seven St. Pete medical institutions.

Creative Arts & Design

Creativity is in St. Pete’s DNA. From art to analytics,
murals to mining, paintbrushes to peer-to-peer, and
spraycans to SEQ, the city’s artistic culture infuses
imagination into every industry.



A new solution

for site selectors

After years of demand outpacing supply,
St. Pete is making bold moves to meet the
momentum. The city is breaking ground on
new Class A office buildings and industrial
spaces designed to match the energy of a
booming business community.

Now, companies have more choices than
ever to set up shop in a place where teams
want to be. Enjoy new Class A offices along the
heart of Central Avenue, overlooking the St.
Pete waterfront, or nestled in the vibrant
EDGE District. Or join major St. Pete
employers in the corporate campuses of
Gateway/Carillon District, with easy access to
the airports and Tampa. St. Pete is also home
to the Historic Gas Plant District, the
Southeast’s largest new development, offering
a blank canvas for companies ready to build
something bold.

For those looking to invest in the future of
the city, St. Pete offers incentives including
job creation grants, real estate tax
exemptions, and state investment tax
credits, all designed to support long-term
business growth and impact.

With its Gulf Coast location in the heart of
Tampa Bay, and an unmatched quality of
life, St. Pete puts employees within reach of
clients, customers, and everything that
makes work feel a little more effortless.

Get in touch today to experience for
yourself the convenience of getting into,
out of, and around St. Pete.

Photo: Visit St. Pete-Clearwater
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The St. Pete Economic Development Corp.
helps companies discover, explore, and
choose St. Pete for business relocation or
expansion. We do this work because every
new business that chooses to Become St.
Pete brings jobs, innovation, investment,
and fresh opportunity to our community,
strengthening the local economy.

A sarasota

Looking at a new location can feel From personalized tours of commercial real
overwhelming. That's where we come in. estate and residential neighborhoods to

Think of the St. Pete EDC as your curated conversations with local innovators
community concierge—here to connect and higher-ed leaders, we're here to help you
you with the people, places, and programs see the full picture of what's possible in St. Pete.
that make St. Pete special. Whether you're

scouting a new HQ, expanding operations, This is a city that welcomes new ideas and new
or simply exploring options, we'll help you neighbors, and it starts with a conversation.
understand what life and business could Let’s talk.

look like here—for you and your team.

Thanks to support from local public and
private partners, all of our services are . 727-767-0209
offered at no cost.
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+  Workforce development

Many thanks for support from the Duke Energy Foundation! The Duke Energy Economic
DUKE Development Grant Program makes strategic investments to build powerful communities that
attract business investment and jobs, where residents and businesses thrive, and a talented

% ENERGY workforce drives economic prosperity for all. Duke Energy is committed to the economic vitality

of Florida communities, advancing the state’s prosperity, and transforming the future.




